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Staff in the Emergency Department (ED) at Lehigh Valley Health 
Network - Muhlenberg recognized the need to improve patient 
flow while caring for a surge of H1N1 patients:
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	 	 	 -		Surge	area	created	adjacent	to	the	ED	lobby,	and
	 	 	 -		Set-Up:	segregated	patient	areas,	computers,	phones,	and	
cough	stations	
	 	 	 -		Staffing:	ED	RNs	and	a	PA	or	physician
	 •	‘Real’	solution:
	 	 	 -		Inflatable	surge	hospital	erected	by	LVHN	Emergency	
Preparedness	team




	 	 	 -		Staffing	:	ED	RNs,	mid-level	
providers,	and	ED	registrar		















WHO NOT TO PROPHYLAX FOR INFLUENZA
WHO TO PROPHYLAX FOR INFLUENZA
1. H ea lthy ch ild ren or adu lts who have been exposed in the
com m unity, schoo l, cam p or o ther se ttings
2. If m ore than 48 hours e lapsed since contact w ith an
in fected person.
1 . P ersons who are at h igh risk for com plica tions of in fluenza
and who are a close contact of a person w ith H 1N 1
in fection w ith in 48 hours. H igh risk for com plica tions would
inc lude:
a . P regnant w om en
b. P ersons of all ages w ith the fo llow ing cond itions:
i. C hron ic pu lm onary (inc lud ing pers is ten t asthm a)
ii. C ard iovascula r (except hypertens ion)
iii. R ena l insu ffic iency
iv . H epatic insu ffic iency
v. H em ato log ica l (inc lud ing sick le ce ll d isease)
v i. M etabo lic (inc lud ing d iabe tes)
v ii. D isorders tha t com prom ise resp ira to ry function or the
hand ling o f resp ira to ry secre tions or tha t increase the
risk fo r asp ira tion . (e .g . cogn itive dys function , sp ina l cord
in ju ries , se izure d isorders , o r o ther nuerom uscu la r
d isorders .)
v iii. Im m unosuppress ion , inc lud ing tha t caused by
m ed ica tions or H IV .
